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WITH Blackburn Rovers
FC (BRFC) arriving
and playing on Indian

soil, Pune-based team owners
Venky’s have drawn up plans to
increase team presence in India.
While the Roverstars Academy
is already set to open full-fledged
in the city, the team owners are
planning to launch a string of ex-
clusive Blackburn merchandise
stores across the country.

Speaking to the Indian Ex-
press, owner Balaji Rao said,
“We have realised that counter-
feit versions of the merchandise,
jerseys, caps and scarves are

available in various cities in the
country. We will launch our own
stores that will sell exclusive
Blackburn merchandise. To be-
gin with, we will start the first
chains in cities like Pune, Mum-
bai, Delhi and Kolkata, and
gradually expand to cities like
Hyderabad and places in Goa
and Kerala where football has a
big fan base.”

Speaking of brand piracy, Rao
said there are no strict laws to
curb it and it would be impossi-
ble to eradicate it completely.
“That is one of the main reasons
why the merchandise will have a
lower price range. While we can-
not give details, I am confident it
will help in curbing fakes to a

large extent.”
Speaking of the ‘India Trophy’,

Rao said, “The main aim of the
trophy is to bring more teams to

the country. As of now the plan
is that along with Blackburn
Rovers, a team each from Euro-
pean, Asia and the I-League will

participate in the tournament
every year. The idea is to bring
more English and European
teams to the city to promote the
game here.”

Rao says the merchandise
stores will be a replica of the
store at Ewood Park in Lan-
cashire. “Everything available
there right from jerseys, training
kits, flags, mugs and accessories
will be bought to India. We want
to increase fan base for the team
here. All these will go a long way
in ensuring it.”

He also spoke of grievances
fans have against the team and
its recent poor show.

“The team is in the relegation
zone now, but it is going to come

up. I am sure of that. We do
know that a few people have
been generating thousands of
mails demanding the ouster of
our current team manager Steve
Kean, who is a brilliant manager,
but we know that the team is go-
ing in the right direction and are
very positive about the way the
team is performing and the way
it is going.

“As far as investment goes, in
the January transfer window, we
will take a call on how we would
improve the squad. By then we
will get a clear idea of where we
stand. On the whole, the goal of
playing in Europe over the next
four to five years is a realistic
one.”

VENKY’S DRAWS UP PLANS TO INCREASE TEAM PRESENCE, EXPAND FAN BASE, THROUGH EVENTS AND MERCHANDISE OUTLETSCITY ANCHOR

Merchandise to follow Blackburn Rovers entry

Bishop's School on Friday implemented the biometric entry system for parents as part of the drive to enhance security
in the school. ARUL HORIZON

School headcount: Over 16 lakh students
enrolled, more than one lakh found absent
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A THREE-DAY audit of schools
and junior colleges by the Pune
District Collectorate has re-
vealed that urban areas show
more students remaining absent
than rural parts of the district. Of
16,19,998 students enrolled on
August 1, 2011, 14,93,149 were
present on the days of the audit
in 6,615 schools, colleges and
other educational institutions in
Pune district.

During the audit from October
3 to 5, as many as 1,26,849 stu-
dents were absent from class-

room which is about 7.83 per
cent. At zilla parishad schools 5
per cent students were absent
and the number was 7 per cent at
private aided and unaided
schools and 10 per cent at resi-
dential tribal schools. In Pune
Municipal Corporation and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad Municipal Cor-
poration areas, the figure was 15
per cent.

Asked about number of bogus
students, Pune District Collector
Vikas Deshmukh refused to com-
ment. “As of now, we have sub-
mitted the report to the state gov-
ernment after collating data and
are awaiting further orders. Any

decision on analysis of the data
will be taken by the state govern-
ment and we can comment only
after that.” The state government
had launched a three-day audit
after it was revealed last month
that in Nanded several schools
had bogus students.

“It would not be right to say
that absent students can be all bo-
gus as in many schools, students
were absent for festivals. How-
ever, if a school has, say 100 en-
rolled students and only 30 were
present, it could point to bogus
figures being shown by the school.
One needs to look at the figures
in terms of percentages,” he said.

He further added that cases of
bogus schools, bogus divisions in a
class were not found during the
audit. Schools were informed be-
forehand about the audit. Re-
garding the positive results of the
survey, Deshmukh said in Junnar
taluka of the district, in about 150
schools, 100 per cent attendance
was found.

About 4,000 officials, divided
into 680 teams were involved in
the drive. The teams did not in-
clude officials from the education
department of the state in order
to avoid any conflict of interest,
said a senior official from the col-
lectorate.

MIT School of Telecom
bags 2 awards
THE city-based MAEER’s MIT School of
Telecom Management (MITSOT) has
bagged two awards in two different
categories at the World Education Con-
gress Asia awards ceremony in Dubai.
The institute received the award of
‘Best Educational Institute in Telecom’
for its revived curriculum, especially
designed to meet the latest trends in
telecommunication industry. The sec-
ond award, `B-School with Excellent
Industry Interface’, was presented to
MITSOT for its placements and corpo-
rate interface given to its students.
“Both the awards were a result of the
student centric training imparted at
MITSOT,” project director MITSOT Dr
Milind Pande said.

Statue of Virgin Mary
in city tomorrow
THE statue of Virgin Mary-Our Lady of
Fatima will come to diocese of Poona
from October 9. “It is a great event of
faith for the entire Catholic community
in Pune. Mary is the Mother of Jesus
Christ, who has appeared in many
places with a message for peace and
harmony in the world. Our Lady of Fa-
tima appeared in 1917 in Fatima, Por-
tugal, since then it has become a place
of Christian pilgrimage as the Pope has
recognised this apparition,” a release
stated. The statue will reach Swargate
Road, near Vega Centre, on Sunday at
4.30 pm and will be welcomed by
Bishop Thomas Dabre.

MindSpark College to
organise workshop
MINDSPARK Outreach, a wing of the
MindSpark Technical Festival of Col-
lege of Engineering, Pune (CoEP), will
hold ARDUINO, a two-day workshop
on Saturday and Sunday on the college
premises. Arduino is an open source
electronics prototyping platform based
on flexible, easy-to-use hardware and
software. The participants will be
given an introduction to embedded
systems, arduino programming, work-
ing with digital and analog sensors.
Along with this, the participants will
get a hands on experience on making
display devices, accelerometer inter-
facing, motion sensing, bootloader,
firmware, with Arduino. ENS

Players in action at Balewadi PAVAN KHENGRE

Soon, baggage
scanners at
bus-stands
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MAHARASHTRA State
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (MSRTC) man-

aging director Deepak Kapoor
on Friday said they would soon
bring in a system of scanning
baggages at its 400 bus-stands
across the state.

“It is a serious issue and we will
soon make arrangements to in-
stall baggage scanners at bus
stands,” Kapoor said, adding that
they were not convinced of the
utility of metal detectors.

The issue of checking bags and
baggages of passengers travelling
by state transport buses came to
light after the German Bakery
blast last year. The suspects of the
blast had apparently brought the
explosives from Udgir on a state
transport bus. Soon after the po-
lice decided to install CCTVs.
Kapoor on Friday said CCTVs
were in the process of being in-
stalled at 15 sensitive bus depots
and stands in the state. "The ten-
der process is over and we will
soon install CCTVs at 15 bus
stands, including three in Pune,"
Kapoor said.

The MSRTC runs 17,000 buses
across the state, carries 65 lakh
passengers daily and earns a rev-
enue of Rs 12 crore per day.
Kapoor was in the city to address
state transport officials at a train-
ing session on delivering passen-
ger-friendly services in the age of
serious competition being posed
by private buses and railways. As
many as 30 divisional controllers
and six regional managers with
MSRTC attended the training in
Bhosari.

Kapoor said the three-day
training session was planned to
solve twin purposes of giving
them an insight into advances in
transport sector world-wide and
teaching them how to provide
passenger-friendly services.

“We don't want to be left be-
hind when the competition is be-
coming stiff. Through the train-
ing process, we are trying to
upgrade skill and knowledge of
our officials, which will help them
in delivering the best,” he said.

MSRTC officials said this was
the first time that such a training
sessions was organised.

Kapoor also said the call cen-
tre started by MSRTC was receiv-
ing good response.

Stolen
PMPML

bus found
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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A PUNE Mahanagar Parivahan
Mahamandal Limited (PMPML)
bus stolen from Hadapsar-Gadi-
tal bus terminus on October 5 was
found the next day near Somatne
Phata on the old Pune-Mumbai
highway.

Bus driver Rohidas Trimbak
Raut (28) had lodged a complaint
of theft with Hadapsar police sta-
tion. Police suspect the hand of a
former PMPML employee in the
case. Police said Raut was on af-
ternoon shift on October 5 and
drove the bus from Hadapsar to
Nigdi. After completing the trip,
he parked the bus at Hadapsar
Gadital bus terminus around 9.30
pm and went for dinner at the bus
depot as the next trip was sched-
uled at 10.05 pm. But when he re-
turned, the bus was missing from
the spot. Raut lodged a police
complaint against unidentified
persons. However, the bus was
found at Somatne Phata on the
morning of October 6.

Senior police inspector Pand-
harinath Mandhare of Hadapsar
police station said, “We suspect
the hand of a former PMPML
staffer. Investigation is on to iden-
tify the bus thief.”

“As per the rules, the stolen
property cannot be given back to
the owner without court orders
but to avoid inconvenience to the
public, we have handed over the
bus back to PMPML under Sec-
tion 102 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code,” Madhare said.

Team to look into silent
observer afresh before
finalising draft report

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
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MONTHS after a research team
of the State Health Systems Re-
source Centre (SHSRC) in Pune
questioned the feasibility of Silent
Observer device, health officials
at a meeting on Friday in Mumbai
decided to visit Kolhapur again to
check the status of the advanced
version of the Observer before fi-
nalising the draft report.

Silent Observer is a device,
when fitted to ultrasound ma-
chines, can check illegal sex deter-
mination. A research team
headed by the then Executive Di-
rector of SHSRC Dr Prakash
Doke had conducted a study of
the silent observer and raised sev-
eral questions about its utility, im-
pact on raising sex ratio in the dis-
trict and other technical issues.
The study was funded by the
UNFPA.

The committee found that the
silent observer could easily be de-
tached from the machine with a
possibility of the machine being

tampered with. The report which
was submitted in March this year
was not made public.

With the skewed child sex ratio
in the state showing few signs of
improvement and female foeti-
cide on the rise in rural areas as
well, District Collector of Kolha-
pur Laxmikant Deshmukh had
initiated a project that required a
the gadget to be fitted to sonogra-
phy machines. The device main-
tains a log of all pregnancy tests
done in a year, helping track un-
der-reporting or false reporting of
pregnancy termination cases.

The government introduced it
in Kolhapur in March 2010 as an
experiment to prevent sex deter-
mination tests as part of its “save
the girl child” mission.

Dr Jignesh Thakker, general
secretary of Maharashtra chapter
of Radiological and Imaging As-
sociation, had filed a petition in
the High Court regarding the
flaws in the silent observer - spe-
cially regarding the issue of pri-
vacy of a patient. The petition was
rejected.

Green activists join hands
against Vetal Tekdi hilltop plan
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS and
several social organisations
have joined hands under the
‘Green Pune Movement’ to op-
pose the state government
move to allow the no-develop-
ment zone of Vetal Hill, better
known as Vetal Tekdi, to be de-
veloped into a facility for the
Automotive Research Associa-
tion of India (ARAI). ARAI
wants to set up a vehicle testing
track and laboratories there.

The green activists are now
whipping up support for a pub-
lic hearing of objections set to
be held on Monday. The state
government move managed to
get clearance from the Pune
Municipal Corporation in spite
of resistance from the Shiv
Sena. The next step, inviting
citizens’ suggestions and objec-
tions, elicited around 800 ob-
jections, to be heard on Octo-
ber 10. The Town Planning
Department said if those who

have filed suggestions and ob-
jections fail to turn up, then the
report would be submitted to
the government with inputs
that there are no issues other
than the written application.

The Town Planning Depart-
ment would hold a public hear-
ing on October 10 at its office
in Sahakarnagar. “All those
who have filed suggestion and

objection should come and pre-
sent their views. We want to
protect our hills and therefore
citizens in large numbers
should be present for the hear-
ing,” said Satish Khot of the
NSCC. He has appealed citi-
zens to carry placards saying
“Save Our Hills” during the
hearing.

He alleged that the proposed

ARAI facility was industrial in
nature and “highly polluting”
and its location on the hilltop
between developed residential
areas is undesirable and harm-
ful for residents around the
hills. Both constructions, exist-
ing and proposed, span more
than 20,000 sq metres, and will
require a formal environmen-
tal clearance from the ministry
of Environment and Forests, he
said.

According to the proposal,
the state government is to give
permission to ARAI for setting
up a laboratory building and a
vehicle testing track on 50-
acres of hilltop and hillslope
land in Kothrud. Therefore,
the land has to be deleted from
the “no development zone”
where the plan is to construct
ground plus-two-floor building
with a built-up area of 35,435 sq
metre. In the PMC, the pro-
posal got the nod with majority
vote of NCP and Congress,
while the Shiv Sena and a fac-
tion of BJP had registered their
opposition.

A bag lies unclaimed at Shivajinagar bus-stand. MANOJ MORE
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The activists are now whipping up support for a
public hearing of objections set to be held on Monday

6,615 institutions: Collector refuses to comment, says state will have final say


